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PIMP TRAFFICKER RESEARCH ARTICLES 

 
Compiled 10/1/16 by Street Safe New Mexico; streetsafenm.org; streetsafenm@gmail.com 
 
NOTE: The pronoun "she" is used throughout this list to refer to victims, however, victims can also be male or transgender 
 

RESEARCH ARTICLE 1 
Raphael, J. and Myers-Powell, B. “From Victims to Victimizers: Interviews with 25 Ex- pimps in 
Chicago.” Report from the Schiller DuCanto & Fleck Family Law Canter of DePaul University College 
of Law. 2010.  

About the research 
Conducted surveys of 25 ex-pimp sex traffickers in Chicago.  

Findings about traffickers 
• 72% male, 28% female — Gender of pimp sex trafficker 

• $150,000-$500,000 — Range of yearly earnings while pimping 

• 20% — Percent addicted to alcohol while pimping  

• 16% — Percent addicted to drugs while pimping  

• 22.48 — Average age of onset of pimping  

• 68% — Said they enjoyed pimping 

• 0% — Left pimping by choice 

• 52% — Percentage of pimp sex traffickers who took all money earned by the victim 

• 48% — Percentage of pimp sex traffickers who took upwards of 60% of money earned by the victim 

Quotes from pimp sex traffickers on how they found victims 
• “Any player can tell you when a girl has the look of desperation that you know she needs attention or love. 

It’s something that you start to have a sixth sense about.” 

• Look for blonde runaways with “broken bones, unhappy with parents, abused by some sucker.” 

• “We eat, drink and sleep thinking of ways to trick young girls into doing what we want them to do.” 

• “I would tell them I was an agent. I would say I designed clothes. I even told them I sang with certain 
bands and managed different people.” 

• “I liked to get my best girls from another state and bring them back to where they knew no one and I was 
their only friend and focus.” 

Quotes from pimp sex traffickers on enjoying manipulation of new victims 
• Recruiting girls, “give you a rush.” 

• “It made me feel like I was a lucky guy to have women pay me and control their heads and bodies.” 

• “I liked being big daddy, knowing a woman loved me or liked me enough to sell her pussy and give me the 
money.” 
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Quotes from pimp sex traffickers when asked how much money earned by victim was 
allowed to keep  

• “That’s funny. None.” 

• “Daddy handles all the money.” 

• “They paid me all of it. We were a family.” 

• “I was the money handler. Hos don’t need money.” 

• “I had the cash. Money is power. Hos have no power.” 

• “Nothing. I met all their needs. I was their doctor, lawyer, manager and financial advisor.” 

Justification for victimization of the women 
• Helping her by feeding and clothing her 

• Giving power back to her 

• Teaching her not to give her body away for free 

Justification for becoming a pimp sex trafficker  
• Believed sex-trade industry is embraced by society 

• Saw pimping as a safe way to make money, with little chance of arrest 

• Justification for working as a pimp sex trafficker in a nutshell: Since there is an unending demand for 
sex and the world accepts it, there is no reason to feel guilty about it 

 
 

RESEARCH ARTICLE 2 
Raphael, J., Reichert, A., and Powers, M. “Pimp Control and Violence: Domestic Sex Trafficking of 
Chicago Women and Girls.” Women and Criminal Justice. 2010. 20:1-2, 89-104   

About the research 
Conducted interviews of 100 women controlled by pimp sex traffickers in Chicago  

Pimp sex traffickers recruit victims by initially giving them: 
• Love and attention 
• Protection 
• Sense of adventure 
• Sense of belonging 
• Pimp sex trafficker will repeatedly tell the victim: “You are so beautiful. You really could use that to make 

something of yourself. You just need a man who appreciates you.” 

Most common things a pimp sex trafficker would say/do to control victim  
• Verbally abuse her (85%) 

• Make her live/stay in a certain place (75%) 

• Take all of her money (69%) 
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• Tell her she owes him for food and clothing (63%) 

• Threaten to leave her (69%) 

• Threaten to hurt her (68%) 

• Keep victim from visiting family and friends (62%) 

• Watch victim when she was not working (38%) 

Description of eventual relationship between victim and pimp sex trafficker 
• “Unpredictable violence along with love and admiration.” 

Other information about the victims  
• 52% — raped by the pimp sex trafficker 

• 90% — do not to call sex trafficker a “pimp;” he is her “boyfriend” or her “man” 

• 25% — were recruited by woman 

• 6% — had a female pimp 

• 10 — average number of customers a day 

 

RESEARCH ARTICLE 3 
Kennedy, M., et al. “Routes of Recruitment: Pimps’ techniques and other circumstances that lead to 
street prostitution.” 2007. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma. 15:2, 1-19 

About the research 
Conducted interviews of 32 women controlled currently or in the past by a pimp sex trafficker in British Columbia, 
Canada. 

Relationship between pimp sex trafficker and victim before recruitment 
• 16% were boyfriends 

• 19% were female friend 

• 65% were strangers 

Five techniques used by primp sex traffickers to recruit victims  
• Love (16%) 

• Debt (percentage not given) 

• Drugs (16%)  

• “Gorilla technique” (using violence such as kidnapping victim; percentage not given) 

• Authority over her (12%) 

• Financial promises (12%) 

Additional information 
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• 41% said they were underage when recruited  

• Process of recruiting a new girl takes 3-6 months, however some pimp sex traffickers do it within 24 hours 
of meeting the girl 

• In one common recruitment method, the pimp sex trafficker makes a show of spending money on the 
victim, then days later tells her he is in dire straights because he spent do much on her money. She feels 
responsible and offers to “help” 

• In another recruitment method, the pimp sex trafficker encourages the victim to sneak away for the 
weekend without telling her family, then when het to new city they suddenly run out of money 

• Violence toward sex trafficking victims has some unique characteristics. “One form involves beating the 
women with a ‘pimp stick,’ which is a coat hanger that has been unraveled and doubled over; occasionally 
the pimp stick is heated on a stove to increase the degree of pain.”  

 

RESEARCH ARTICLE 4 
Lederer, L., and Wetzel, C. “The health consequences of sex trafficking and their implications for 
identifying victims in healthcare facilities.” 2014. Annals of Health Law. 23:61–91.   

About the research 
Conducted a focus group of 107 women controlled in the past by a pimp sex trafficker in “cities across the U.S.” 

Medical problems reported by victims while held by pimp sex traffickers 
• Neurological — 99% 

• Memory impairment, insomnia, poor concentration, headache 
• Most survivors had more than a dozen concurrent neurological conditions while in captivity 

• Physical violence — 92% 
• Kicked; punched; beaten; forced to have sex 
• Often to head, face  (70%) 

• Depression — 89% 
• 42% attempted suicide 

• Alcohol, drug addiction — 84% 
• 28% of drug use was forced 
• Note: According to Kennedy , M., et al. (See Reference 3 above), only 16% of victims used alcohol or drugs 

when initially recruited by pimp sex trafficker 

• Feelings of guilt, shame — 82% 

• Low self-esteem — 81% 

• Anxiety — 76% 

• Nightmares, flashbacks — 74% 

• Pregnancy — 71% 
• Miscarriage (45%) 
• Abortion (55%) 
• Half of abortions forced 

• Poor dietary health — 71% 
• 35% malnutrition  
• Also severe weight loss; loss of appetite 



 5 

• Cardiorespiratory — 68% 

• STD/STI — 67% 
• Chlamydia (40%) 
• Gonorrhea (27%) 

• GI problems — 61% 

• Dental problems — 54% 
• Most often tooth loss (43%) 

 
 

Other research findings  

• The pimp sex traffickers are responsible for 50% of violence and rapes the victims face  
o Raphael and Shapiro 2002; Raphael, Jody and Deborah L. Shapiro. 2002. ‘‘Violence in Indoor and 

Outdoor Prostitution Venues.’’ Violence Against Women 10(2):126–139  

• 90% of victims are physically assaulted by pimp  
o Sterk, C., and Elifson, K. Drug-related Violence and Street Prostitution. 1990. (NIDA Research Monograph 

No. 103). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

• 86% of victims beaten by pimp; 42% of victims are beaten every day  
o Raymond, J., Hughes, D., and Gomez, C. “Sex Trafficking of Women in the United States: International and 

Domestic Trends.” 2001. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice  

• 55% of female trafficking victims were involved in recruiting other victims for the pimp  
o Roe-Sepowitz, D., Gallagher, J., Risinger, M, and Hickle, K. “The sexual exploitation of girls in the United 

States: The role of female pimps.” 2014. Journal of interpersonal Violence. 30916); 2814-2830  

• “Children report being beaten by their pimps two or more times a week but especially when they fail to 
achieve their financial quota or when they demand to keep a larger share of their earnings.”  
o Estes, R., and Weiner, N. "The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in the U.S., Canada and 

Mexico." Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, School of Social Work, Center for the Study of Youth 
Policy.  

 


